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Campus security takes top priority at

UTPA administration blows out candles on the University’s birthday cake.

More than 1,000 staff, faculty and students
attended the annual Fall Convocation at The
University of Texas-Pan American Sept. 4 to
celebrate the University’s 80th anniversary and
hear from the administration at the start of the
new school year.
UTPA President Dr. Blandina Cárdenas
focused her address on the issues of campus
security as well as student success.
“The Virginia Tech tragedy was a rude
awakening for every campus community
across this country,” Cárdenas said. “I
immediately called upon our administration
to review all safety procedures in place here
at UTPA. While the risk is very low of such a
tragedy happening here, the impact could be
very high.”
Cárdenas said a task force was created to
conduct a comprehensive study on the safety
measures already in place, and numerous
recommendations resulted from that inspection.
“This group concentrated not only on being
able to respond to a threat, but looked at ways
to prevent a tragedy from occurring in the first
place,” she said.
In order to address the issues of emergency
notification and response, the University will
use its existing LISTSERVE capabilities to send
emergency text and e-mail notices to students,
staff and faculty, as well as police, media
and government agencies. The University also
upgraded its radio system to improve communication. There are also plans underway
to have a Campus Net system of large screen
monitors that would distribute emergency
information. Also under development are a set
of workplace violence guidelines that will help
identify acutely distressed or suicidal students.
By this spring the University will have a
mass notification system or siren alert system
in place that will alert the campus community
of potential danger when they are on the
grounds.
Additionally, the UTPA Police Department

updated the emergency police communications
system so the campus police will be able to
communicate more efficiently with local police
and fire departments.
The UTPA Critical Incidence Team, comprised of administrators, campus police, and
other departments will conduct a tabletop
exercise in October and work with the local
emergency response community on a simulated shooting incident. There will also be a
mock catastrophe drill this spring.
“In short, we will prepare for the unthinkable,” Cárdenas said. “But I stress to you that
it will be the creation of a caring compassionate environment for your fellow faculty and
staff members and especially for our students
that will save us from disaster.”
Cárdenas also highlighted a few of the
many state, regional and national student successes from the past year with a photograph
presentation during her address.
“Those student successes pay tribute to the
faculty of UTPA,” she said. “Time and time
again our students tell us how a faculty member made a difference in their lives.”
Dr. Paul Sale, provost and vice president
for Academic Affairs talked about faculty
accomplishments and the success thus far
of moving the institution toward being the
premier learner-centered research institution in
the state. Dr. John Edwards, vice president for
Enrollment and Student Services, showcased
the University’s efforts of encouraging a college-going culture in young students, as well
as the improvement in recruitment, graduation
and retention rates of the institution’s current
students.
To conclude the ceremony, the UTPA Men’s
Choir surprised the crowd and sang the school
alma mater. A large birthday cake, complete
with candles, was presented to celebrate the
University’s 80th anniversary and faculty, staff
and students sang “Happy Birthday” while the
UTPA Brass Choir played.

University community gets

physical with opening of new facility

Since the state-of-the-art Wellness and Recreational Sports Complex (WRSC)
at The University of Texas-Pan American opened its doors Aug. 27, more than
2,000 students, faculty and staff have been taking advantage of the new facility
on a daily basis.
The $26 million facility, located on the corner of Sugar Road and Schunior
Street, offers members of the UTPA community numerous indoor and outdoor
features including more than 10,000-square-feet of new weight and cardio
equipment, a 34-foot climbing wall, a walking-jogging track, racquetball courts,
indoor and outdoor basketball courts, aerobic studios with digital sound, outdoor
tennis and sand volleyball courts, and an outdoor leisure pool with fountain,
spa, and a lazy river.
In addition, the facility has several modern lounge spaces with wireless
Internet service, and an “Energy Zone,” a café that will provide post-workout healthy snacks and drinks.
Associate Vice President and Dean of Students Dr. Jerry Price said the
goal of the156,000-square-foot facility is to promote recreation, health,
fitness, and interaction among the UTPA community.
“Our number one goal certainly is for the facility to have a positive
impact on the health of our students – not just today, but for the rest of
their lives. Research shows that if young people initiate healthy habits of
diet and exercise now, they have a good chance of continuing those throughout their lives. For this reason, we gave extra emphasis to the amount of space
dedicated to weight and cardio equipment. But we also are optimistic the WRSC
will have a positive impact on campus social life as well,” Price said.
For Maria Balboa, a graduate art student, the WRSC is the perfect place to
alleviate the anxieties brought on by classes, exams and assignments.
“This is definitely a great way to relieve stress and help us with all the classes we are
taking. Right now I’m taking 15 hours, so this is going to help me,” Balboa said.
Balboa, who starts her workout at 8 a.m. in the weight and cardio room, said she
plans to use the WRSC four to five times a week and is really looking forward to taking
a dip in the outdoor leisure pool. The McAllen resident said she is even thinking about
purchasing memberships for her children so they could enjoy the facility as well. The fee
for student, faculty and staff dependents ages four to 17 years old is $50 per year.
“I have been wanting to come to the gym for years and this really works with my
schedule now. My classes are in the evening, so now I have the opportunity to come and
workout in the morning,” Balboa said.
Entering freshman and Spanish major Aaron Cervantez, said he loves the convenience
of having the facility so close by as he lives on campus at Heritage Hall. The Weslaco
native considers himself an avid exerciser and plans to use the WRSC on a regular basis.
“I love the equipment and the fact that it is so easy to use,” Cervantez said. “I am really
looking forward to using the swimming pool next.”
Valentin Carrillo, a junior communication disorders major, said he is impressed with the
design of the WRSC, and is glad that he is able to enjoy the facility before he graduates.
Carrillo, a Roma resident who lives three blocks from the WRSC, said he plans to workout
in the WRSC five times a week.
“This place is really good for me because I love to workout,” he said.
Price said all enrolled students will pay a mandatory flat fee of $75 per semester and $35
per summer session, no matter how many hours they are enrolled for. Faculty and staff, who
are considered benefits-eligible employees, have the option to join the WRSC at $250 per
year. Also, alumni with a UTPA degree will be able to purchase a membership fee for $300
per year. In addition there will be lower-cost, shorter-term options for employees and alumni if
they do not want to commit to a whole year Price said.
“This facility will be open evenings and weekends, giving students a chance to interact
with each other at times and in ways that until now were not available. In addition, we hope
many faculty and staff will become members too, so the students can benefit from increased
interaction with them as well. For this reason we intentionally included plenty of comfortable
lounge spaces in the facility. We want students to come and workout, but also just to hang out
with each other during any downtime they have,” he said.
All faculty, staff and alumni wishing to use the facility will need to purchase a membership
at the WRSC service desk, which can be paid by check, credit card or payroll deduction. A
membership application can be found at http://dos.utpa.edu/intramurals/main.htm.
Hours of operation for the WRSC are 6 a.m.-10 p.m., Monday through Friday, and
8 a.m.-10 p.m., Saturdays, and noon-7 p.m. on Sundays. Students, staff and faculty will be
required to show a validated BRONCard (campus ID card) to use the facility.
For more information on the WRSC, call 956/292-0839 or visit the Web site at
http://dos.utpa.edu/WRSC.

g

l
ea
tH
S t u de n

n
r
e
d
th
o
m
Se
rvices moves into

For students at The University of Texas-Pan American who are
feeling a little under the weather during the semester, there is a new
$1.49 million Student Health Center they can visit to cure all their
ailments.
The center, which opened Aug. 27, offers UTPA students the
same types of services that can be found at their family doctor’s
office – general medical care as well as specialty clinics. Rick
Gray, director of Student Health Services, said the new center has
everything the old facility had, except it is a lot more spacious and
cutting-edge.
Formerly located on the first floor of Emilia Schunior Ramirez
Hall on the west end of the campus, the new center can be found
adjacent to the state-of-the-art Wellness and Recreational Sports
Complex, which also opened Aug. 27, on Sugar Road.
“It was designed and built from the ground up as a college
health center, and it is also one of the few centers in the proximity
of the wellness and recreation facility that will allow for the
coordination of programs,” Gray said.
At 7,450 square feet, the health center houses a new lab, a
larger fully-licensed Class D Pharmacy, private waiting areas, and
separate areas for check-ins and treatments. The old center had an
area of 3,250 square feet.
A total of 12 staffs the facility including physician, physician
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assistants, nurse practitioners, pharmacists as well as office
personnel. UTPA’s Student Health Services is one of only six student
health centers accredited in Texas by the Accreditation Association of Ambulatory Health Care (AAAHC), a national organization
based in Chicago that accredits ambulatory health care organizations. It was also the first in The University of Texas System to hold
the AAAHC accreditation.
UTPA enrolled students are eligible to use the center’s services.
Each student pays a medical service fee each semester, which covers all visits with the health care providers. The Class D pharmacy
on site fills prescriptions written in the clinic while the women’s
wellness services provides pap smears, blood tests, screenings for
and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases, and family planning
education and counseling. Other services available are diagnosis
and treatment of common illnesses, physical exams, immunizations,
routine lab procedures and screenings, and nutritional counseling.
“The ultimate goal of the center is to prevent health issues from
interfering with academic efforts and to also teach some healthy
skills for use after students leave the school,” Gray said.
Student Health Center hours are Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-7p.m.
and Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
To learn more about Student Health Services,
call 956/381-2511.

University reorganizes to meet
goals and better serve students
The University of Texas-Pan American President Dr. Blandina
Cárdenas recently announced administrative changes in the
organization to help UTPA fulfill its mission and vision of becoming
the premier learner-centered research institution in the state of Texas.
Cárdenas along with her team of vice presidents and other
administrators reviewed the functions within each division – Academic
Affairs, Business Affairs, Enrollment and Student Services, External
Affairs, and Information Technology – over a course of several months,
which resulted in structural and internal changes in each division.
“Over the last three years, the University has reviewed and revised its
mission; established new institutional goals, and initiated
institution-wide planning and outcome assessment evaluation,”
Cárdenas wrote in a letter to the UTPA community. “One of the goals
established was to ‘optimize institutional efficiency and effectiveness
consistent with high quality organizational standards.’”
The new changes, which took effect Sept. 1, included the transfer of
the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics from the Division of Business
Affairs to the Division of Enrollment and Student Services.
“We are hoping that affiliating this function with other student activities and student-oriented services will encourage more student participation and engender student spirit for our wonderful Division I athletic
programs and student-athletes who participate in them,” she explained.
Another change is the reorganization of the Division of External
Affairs, which has been divided into two new areas – the Division of
University Advancement and the Division of Community Engagement.
To focus more strategically on the University’s development efforts,
Cárdenas created the Division of University Advancement, which will
consist of the Development Office, including Corporate/Major
Gifts/Endowment Services, and other development-related offices.
Also included in the new division will be Marketing, University Relations, Career Services, Alumni Association, and the UTPA Foundation.

Lydia Aleman will serve as the executive director of the division until a
national search is conducted for its new vice president.
Expanding the work of the Office of Center Operations and Community Services (CoSERVE), the public service division of UTPA, will be the
Division of Community Engagement, which will be led by Dr. Roland S.
Arriola, former vice president of the Division of External Affairs.
Housed under the Division of Community Engagement will be the
Center for Entrepreneurship and Economic Development (CEED), Small
Business Development Center (SBDC), International Trade and Technology (IT2) Center, Data Affiliate Center, Hispanic Engineering, Science
and Technology (HESTEC) 2007, and the Border Consortium with The
University of Texas-El Paso.
In addition, several centers and institutes that are academic in nature
once under the Division of External Affairs will now report to the
Division of Academic Affairs. The centers/institutes include the
following: Center for Border Economic Studies, The Raúl
Yzaguirre Institute, Industrial Partnership Center, Texas Manufacturing Assistance Center,
and the English Language Institute.
“As president, I look forward to continued improvement in our efficiency and
effectiveness as an institution and hope
that each department will look inward and
recommend changes that will improve
its operations and effectiveness. In
this spirit, we can improve
and make things better
for the students and
the community whom
we serve,” she
said.

UTPA honored with Brillante Award
for excellence in higher education
The University of Texas-Pan American was the recent recipient of the
most prestigious honor granted by
National Society of Hispanic MBAs
(NSHMBA), which recognizes the
contributions of exemplary individuals to the Hispanic community.
Brillante Award recipients are
distinguished experts in their fields
who demonstrate strong leadership,
resiliency, innovation, and who
make a considerable impact.
UTPA was recognized for its
retention efforts, such as the Early
Warning System, which targets
freshmen and sophomores taking
core curriculum courses, and the
learning framework course, which
acquaints new students with college
expectations. UTPA was also honored based on its tutoring efforts
and partnership with South Texas
College to assist students in transferring to the UTPA campus to achieve

a four-year degree. Additionally,
the University was acknowledged
for the Hispanic Engineering, Science and Technology (HESTEC)
Week event, which has been held
yearly since 2002.
The award is given to outstanding leaders and organizations
whose work and contributions
reflect the society’s mission to
“foster Hispanic leadership through
graduate management education
and professional development in
order to improve society,” according to the NSHMBA Web site.
UTPA was nominated for the
award by
the Rio
Grande
Valley
Chapter
president
Imelda
Leal.

The 14th Annual Evening of Excellence for the UTPA Division of Business Affairs was held June 21 at the International Trade and Technology Building. At the event, Vice President for Business Affairs James
R. Langabeer honored 19 employees with awards of excellence and
named a director of the year. Pictured is Langabeer (right) presenting
Mark A. Saenz, interim director of Human Resources and assistant to
the vice president for Business Affairs, with the Business Affairs Director
of the Year award.
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With more than 48,000 people in the state of Texas who are
profoundly deaf, The Department of Rehabilitation at The
University of Texas-Pan American now offers a special
concentration in deaf rehabilitation to help fill the need for
trained professionals in this area.
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Pictured are Saladin (center) and the first cohort of students to participate in the program.

The Services to Individuals who
are Deaf and Hard of Hearing
concentration offers students
strong degree enhancement, professional preparedness, and high
marketability for post-graduation
employment options.
“This program prepares undergraduate rehabilitation students
to work with the deaf and hard
of hearing population and
understand the unique audiological, psychological and assistive
technology needs of this group,”
Dr. Shawn Saladin, assistant
professor of rehabilitation, said.
“Currently, there is a great need
for qualified professionals to
provide services to persons who
are deaf and hard of hearing,
especially across the state
of Texas.”
Saladin, who is the coordinator for the Concentration in
Services for Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Individuals at UTPA, has
firsthand knowledge about deafness. He was born hard of hearing and was later labeled “late
deafened” as his hearing loss
progressed. He said the prevalence of discrimination toward
people with disabilities served as
his inspiration to pursue a doctorate in rehabilitation counseling.
“Traveling around when I
was growing up made me more
aware of the discrimination and
made me want to focus my life’s
work on helping other people
avoid that – particularly the kids
who are trying to figure out what
they want to do with their life,”
Saladin said. “Many of them get
told ‘no’ over and over again
and their hopes and dreams
get squashed one after another.
That’s not right. They can do so
much. Their brains work.”
Students choosing the deaf
rehabilitation concentration at
UTPA will complete the 42 hours
required by all rehabilitative

“

UTPA graduates are even more marketable because they are
trilingual professionals who have skills in American Sign Language,
Spanish and English.
– Dr. Shawn Saladin

”

services majors, along with 18
hours of specialized courses in
sign language and deafnessrelated issues and technology.
The program currently admits
approximately 15 students
per semester.
“If you are interested in sign
language, deaf culture, deaf
rehabilitation, and assistive
technology for people who are
deaf or hard of hearing, this
concentration will be an excellent
match for you,” Saladin said.
The year-old program is
currently operating under a
$500,000 long-term training
grant from the Department of
Education. This fall the grant will
provide 12 students with
scholarships that pay for tuition,
fees and provide them with a
monthly stipend.
Students with a degree and
concentration in deaf rehabilitation can find careers as counselors for the deaf and hard of
hearing, case managers for hospitals and health organizations,
occupational therapists, and
vocational evaluators, as well as
work for community accessibility
groups and in deafness centers.
“I can pretty much guarantee everyone who leaves the
program a job opportunity in the
state of Texas,” he said. “But, you
have to be willing to leave
the Valley.”
Additionally, Saladin said the
state of Texas often offers an
educational benefit program that
may cover the cost of master’s

Assistant professor of rehabilitation

degrees for employees once they
are hired.
There is also an urgent need
for more counselors who understand deafness and who speak
Spanish he said.
“UTPA graduates are even
more marketable because they
are trilingual professionals who
have skills in American Sign
Language, Spanish and English,”
Saladin said.
According to the Valley Association of Independent Living,
there are 8,000 people who are
deaf in the Rio Grande Valley,
Saladin said.
“The deaf studies program is
important to the area because
there are an increasing number
of Spanish speaking people who
are deaf and hard of hearing
and there are not enough rehabilitation counselors who understand the culture here,” he said.
“It’s not just about understanding
sign language; it’s about understanding the culture of deafness.”
Saladin’s research, which he
conducts with his wife – Dr. Sandra Hansmann, also an assistant
professor of rehabilitation – focuses on assistive technology and
interability relationships where
one person has a disability and
the other does not.
He said he and his wife work
on all of their projects together
and he really enjoys that aspect
of his job.
“I’m very blessed to have
Sandy in my life,” he said. “We
see each other every day and we

work on everything together, so
we’re pretty productive because
neither one of us wants to let the
other one down.”
Norfy Gonzalez, a senior
majoring in rehabilitation specializing in the deaf studies concentration, said she enjoys Saladin’s
classes because they test her
ability to turn her voice off once
she enters his classrooms.
“Dr. Saladin is a wonderful
professor, but I must say his class
is challenging,” Gonzalez said.
She said Saladin’s experience
with deafness makes him a more
effective teacher.
“We are in awe of him and
how he overcame his disability.
He’s an inspiration to all of us,”
Gonzalez said. “He has proven
to us that it is possible for anyone
who is a hearing person to be
able to learn sign language and
not use it as a second language,
but adopt it and incorporate it
into our everyday lives.”
For Saladin the most enjoyable
part of his job is the opportunity
to interact with students
and showcase the University’s
accomplishments.
“I like being able to present
at conferences and tell people
about what we’re doing here,”
he said. “I enjoy getting to brag
about UTPA to people who have
never heard of us.”
For more information about the
rehabilitation program with concentration in deaf studies, contact
Saladin at 956/318-5237 or
e-mail ssaladin@utpa.edu.

International Week

goes “green”

International Week 2007 at The University of Texas-Pan American
will be “going green” this year as experts, educators and
environmentalist Robert F. Kennedy Jr. come to the campus Nov. 1216 to discuss what is happening to the planet and what can be done
to save it.
Marilu Salazar, Office of International Programs (OIP) director, said
the theme for the seventh annual International Week, “Earth Matters,”
came about because the topic of the environment seems to be on
everyone’s minds lately. She said this year, International Week will
address a myriad of topics from global warming to environmentally
friendly alternatives.
“The changes in the global environment are becoming everyone’s concern because of the dramatic and drastic changes that
are going on not only in the environment, but also in the global
economy, politics, health and other areas,” Salazar said.
International Week was created by the Office of International
Programs to promote awareness, knowledge and the understanding of cultures, languages, societies, economies, politics and
issues of other countries in the world Salazar said.
“One strategic goal of UTPA is to ‘infuse inter-American and
global perspectives throughout the University community,’ and
International Week is definitely an event that leads the University community in achieving this goal,” she said.
Named one of TIME Magazine’s “Heroes for the Planet,”
Kennedy will serve as a keynote speaker Nov. 14, 7:30 p.m.
at the Fine Arts Auditorium, where he is expected to discuss the
topic of “Our Environmental Destiny.” The event is sponsored
by the OIP and UTPA Distinguished Speaker Series. Doors will
open at 7 p.m. for UTPA students, faculty and staff while the
general public will be allowed in at 7:20 p.m.
“Robert F. Kennedy Jr. was chosen as International Week’s
main speaker because he is one of the most resolute
defenders of the environment on an international level,”
Salazar said.
Kennedy earned the TIME Magazine honor for his
success in helping Riverkeeper, an advocacy group that
monitors and protects the nation’s water, lead the fight to
restore the Hudson River. In addition, he has worked on
environmental issues across the Americas and assisted
several indigenous tribes in Latin America and Canada
in successfully negotiating treaties protecting
traditional homelands.
Kennedy serves as chief prosecuting attorney
for the Hudson Riverkeeper and is president of
Waterkeeper Alliance. He is also a clinical
professor and supervising attorney at Pace
University School of Law’s Environmental
Litigation Clinic and is co-host of “Ring
of Fire” on Air America Radio. He
has also written numerous best
sellers and award-winning
articles.
Invited guests,
UTPA
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Keynote Speaker
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
Wednesday, Nov. 14
7:30 p.m.
Fine Arts Auditorium
professors and student organizations will also present special lectures, debates and panel discussions at various locations on the UTPA
campus throughout the week. Some of the featured topics include
“Going Green: Options and Alternatives,” “Global Environmental and
Economic Outlook,” “Issues in Environmental Conservation Along the
U.S.-Mexican Border,” and “Environmental Justice Literature.”
The University community and the general public are invited to
enjoy an evening of free food sampling and entertainment at International Night set for Nov. 12, 5:30 p.m. at the University Library
Media Courtyard. The event is a kick off for the weeklong activities.
For those interested in learning about the opportunity to study
abroad, the OIP will be hosting a Study Abroad Fair Nov. 15, 11
a.m.-2 p.m. at the Library Media Courtyard. Free refreshments, entertainment and prizes will be offered.
Throughout the week, the following art exhibits will be displayed:
“Earth Matters: International Art Exhibit,” a juried art competition, at
the University Gallery; “Environmental Landscape of Mexico,” courtesy of the Consulate of Mexico in McAllen, Library Annex Gallery;
and “Heaven on Earth: Divinity of Nature in the Far East,” a collection
by UTPA professor Dr. Andrew McDonald, Library Lobby.
An International Film Series, sponsored by the UTPA Library and
Department of Modern Languages and Literature, featuring films dealing with the environment and cultures around the world will
be screened throughout the week for free at the Student Union
Palmetto Room.
Salazar said International Week has a little something for everyone – the UTPA community and general public – who are looking
to open their minds to different cultures and at the same time,
learn how they can help save the planet.
“This event is an eye opener to the world and
it teaches us that we are not alone in this
world. The theme this year will also
teach us to be more conscious of
the Earth, and how we can
have a positive and sustainable relationship with the
Earth’s nature and all
of its inhabitants,” she
said.
For more
information, call
956/3813572.

The University of Texas-Pan American is
preparing for its largest event of the year
– the sixth annual Hispanic Engineering,
Science and Technology (HESTEC) Week
which takes place Sept. 24-29.
The weeklong event, created by the
University, in conjunction with the Office
of Congressman Rubén Hinojosa (TX-15),
encourages students to pursue careers in
math, engineering and science.
For the first time in the history of the University, a U.S. House of Representatives
speaker will visit the campus. Speaker
-Nancy Pelosi
Nancy Pelosi will be at the University the
morning of Sept. 27 to speak to students,
and business and community leaders
during HESTEC Robotics Day. Pelosi, who ranks second in the line of
presidential succession, will talk about her “Innovation Agenda” which
seeks to add 100,000 new scientists, mathematicians and engineers to
the American work force by the year 2010.
“I am very excited that the Speaker of the House accepted my invitation to come to HESTEC,” Hinojosa said. “Speaker Pelosi has been a
tireless advocate of STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) education and has made innovation a top legislative priority
in Congress. I look forward to showing her how ready we are in South
Texas to move the ‘Innovation Agenda’ forward.”
During HESTEC, students, teachers, administrators and parents will
have the opportunity throughout the week to learn about math and
science by attending workshops, listening to motivational speakers and
participating in interactive demonstrations, such as robotics competitions, at various locations throughout the University.
“The number of students pursuing science, technology, engineering
and mathematics degrees at UTPA has grown by more than 700 percent over the past five years,” said Dr. Roland S. Arriola, vice president
for Community Engagement at UTPA and national HESTEC steering
committee chairman. “HESTEC has been a major contributor to this
growth and is helping to build a strong pipeline of future engineers and
scientists. As HESTEC expands its efforts, it will contribute to a major
transformation of the Rio Grande Valley, creating an environment that
will support advanced technology and new jobs in the region.”
HESTEC will begin Sept. 24 with Math and Science Educator Day,
which will host more than 1,000 K-12 teachers and administrators who
will attend interactive workshops and seminars that will focus on STEM
enrichment activities. They will also sit in on the Congressional Roundtable on Science Literacy discussion comprised of members of Congress
and CEO’s and executives of major corporations who will share ideas
on how to solve issues facing educators. President of Shell Oil Company, John D. Hofmeister, will give the keynote address that day.
HESTEC Leadership Day, Sept. 25, will inspire middle and high
school students while they attend leadership building workshops and
motivational seminars. Latinas in Science, Math, Engineering and Technology Day, Sept. 26, will cater to female high school students and their
mothers. They are expected to attend a full-day conference where they
will hear from prominent executives and motivational speakers.
On Sept. 27, middle and high school students will showcase their
robotic designs and compete against other teams from throughout Texas

during the HESTEC Robotics Day.
CEO and Chairman of the Board of the largest petroleum company in
the world – ExxonMobil – Rex W. Tillerson, will serve as the luncheon
keynote speaker.
The HESTEC Student Career Expo – the largest career fair south of
San Antonio – is set for Sept. 28. All Texas college students are invited
to participate and are given the opportunity to meet with high profile
representatives from Fortune 500 companies, businesses and government entities.
Community Day, Sept. 29, at the UTPA Fieldhouse, is expected to
bring out thousands of Rio Grande Valley residents who will have the
opportunity to learn how science, mathematics and technology impact
their lives by talking to top technology exhibitors, touring state-of-the-art
educational facilities and getting to see and hear from celebrity guests
and musical groups.
Other HESTEC speakers and supporters include the heads of Marathon Petroleum Co., LLC; corporate business leaders from Monsanto
Company, Verizon Communications, Texas Instruments, Chevron,
Hewlett Packard, Lockheed Martin, NASA and State Farm Insurance
Companies.
“State Farm is proud to support Hispanic Engineering, Science and
Technology Week. We believe in supporting programs that lead to
economic success in our communities,” said State Farm Executive Chris
Schell. “The young people involved in HESTEC now will unveil the
discoveries of tomorrow and we are excited about what the future holds
for them.”
For more information about HESTEC, call 956/381-3361 or log on
to www.hestec.org.
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HESTEC

Community Day
Families throughout the Rio Grande Valley will
have the opportunity to learn about careers
in science, engineering, math and technology,
visit interactive, hands-on exhibits and hear
from Discovery Channel’s MythBusters and a
host of other celebrities at Hispanic
Engineering, Science and Technology (HESTEC)
Week’s Community Day Saturday, Sept. 29 at
The University of Texas-Pan American.

Now in its sixth year, HESTEC was created by UTPA and the
Office of Congressman Rubén Hinojosa (TX-15). The weeklong
event brings together students, teachers, corporate America and
government agencies to fill the need for Hispanics in the fields of
engineering, math, science and technology.
HESTEC Week, which starts Sept. 24 and culminates with
Community Day Sept. 29, is expected to bring thousands of
people to the University for an afternoon filled with family fun
and education. Community Day begins at 4 p.m. and is free to
the entire community, with a special activity planned for almost
every age group. A wide variety of food booths sponsored by
student organizations will also be available.
Known for separating the truth from urban legend with the use
of modern-day science, special-effects wizards Adam Savage
and Jamie Hyneman will talk one-on-one with the crowd about
their jobs as MythBusters and their quests to blow the lid off of
some of the best-known tall tales around. Some of their many
experiments have proven that sunscreen labeled SPF 45 does not
protect you more than one labeled 30 SPF and that ice cubes
made with hot water will freeze at the same time as those made
with cold water. Their show on the Discovery Channel proves
that separating fact from fiction can be a very messy science.
Actors Valente Rodriguez and Belita Moreno from the
television series “George Lopez” will also make an appearance
on the main stage.
Rodriguez, known as Ernie on “George Lopez,” is a Rio
Grande Valley native who was born in Edcouch. As the last of
eight children in a family of migrant farmworkers, he was the
first in his family to graduate from high school and go to
college. He started acting when he took a summer class in
theatre at UTPA, then remained to pursue his interest in drama
and to stay close to home and family. The training and guidance
by one of UTPA’s professors set him on his path to the
entertainment industry.
Moreno, who plays George’s overbearing mother, Benny, in
the series was born and raised in Dallas. Remembered by
television audiences for her five seasons as Lydia Markham on
the television show “Perfect Strangers,” Moreno’s career spans
three decades and consists of scores of roles in television,
features and stage.
Enjoy performances by singer/actor Billy Ray Cyrus of Disney

Channel’s “Hannah Montana” show and ABC’s “Dancing with
the Stars,” and international musical groups, Belanova, Jeremias,
Costumbre and Sólido on the main stage. A separate stage will
showcase performances by numerous local dance and
music groups.
Toyota’s humanlike Partner Robot will excite the community as
it walks and plays a trumpet during several demonstrations at
Community Day. The four-foot, nine-inch tall, 88-pound, robot
gestures with the dexterity of human fingers and has artificial
lips which replicate the vibrations of humans, allowing it to play
quite a repertoire of familiar melodies, such as “Moon River”
and “When You Wish Upon a Star.”
Additionally, NASA is bringing “Living and Working on
Mars,” a 15,000-square-foot exhibit complete with eight
displays, some of which are 3-D, showing how man can inhabit
Mars. It will also feature a hands-on area where visitors can
build their own habitat and listen to 30-minute presentations
about life on Mars.
The UTPA Visitor Center’s NASA Lyndon B. Johnson Space
Center exhibit will also be open for viewing during Community
Day. The exhibit will contain a life-size spacesuit similar to those
worn by astronauts who walked on the moon during the Apollo
program and a full-size inner helmet originally used for training,
as well as scaled down replicas of space shuttles and
reproductions of moon rocks. The exhibit opens Sept. 24 and
continues through Dec. 8.
Community Day also features educational sessions,
presentations, tours and interactive booths for children, parents
and Valley residents of all ages. A children’s area will also be
available. The event will feature booths with information about
applying to college, as well as information about scholarships
and financial aid opportunities too.
“The success of HESTEC Community Day is validated every
time you see the excitement and awe on the faces of children as
they meet a real-life astronaut or as they explore a moon rock or
fly a jet simulator,” UTPA President Dr. Blandina Cárdenas said.
“We are truly reaching young people of all ages and
opening their minds to science and engineering possibilities they
had never before considered.”
For more information about HESTEC’s 2007 Community Day,
contact 956/381-3361 or log on to www.hestec.org.
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Dr. Martha Gutierrez

Cano

Dr. Martha Gutierrez Cano, who spent her childhood in
Edcouch-Elsa and her teen years in Harlingen, said the
excellent education and hands-on knowledge she received
from her professors at The University of Texas-Pan American is
what made her an outstanding candidate for medical school.
Cano, who earned her Bachelor of Science in biology with a
minor in chemistry in 2000, is currently a chief resident at the
Corpus Christi Family Practice Residency Program, the only
residency program sponsored by the CHRISTUS Spohn
Memorial Hospital in Corpus Christi, Texas. In her position,
she oversees 36 residents in the program, and her
administrative duties include curriculum management, clinic
scheduling, addressing all issues encountered by residents,
and teaching residents and medical students. As Cano, the
first in her family to become a physician, concludes her final
year with the residency program, she will begin a new
chapter in her life – one of starting her own private practice in
family medicine with a fellow resident in Corpus Christi.
At what point in your life did you realize you wanted
to be a doctor?
As far back as I can remember I have wanted to be a doctor.
When I was in college, I was a biology major but thought that
medicine was an unattainable goal. The resources and motivation UTPA provided me had a direct impact on my success.
How did your undergraduate degree at UTPA prepare you for success in the medical field?
My undergraduate education gave me a solid knowledge base
in the basic sciences, which is the foundation for learning medicine. I was an equal among my peers in medical school because
of what I learned at UTPA; nothing was over my head.
What are your fondest memories of UTPA?
Some of my fondest memories at the University include being a
teaching assistant for general biology labs; Dr. (Narayan G.)
Bhat’s consistently impressive organic chemistry lectures conducted straight from memory without the need for a textbook;
finding the perfect spot in the library to study (always a different
one and always a quiet one); and of course being the first class
to use the new electron microscope.
Who has been the biggest influence in your life and
why?
My family. My father always spoke to me about the importance
of education. My mother and sister encouraged me throughout
my educational career. My husband boosted my confidence
level to pursue a career in medicine, a goal I initially thought
was out of my reach. My son motivates me to be a role model
for him. At every achievement, they were all there to congratu-



,OS !RCOS

late me and support me. They were all proud of me.
What inspired you to pursue a career in the field
of medicine?
My interest in medicine came about because of a love of biology and compassion for people, and the commitment to lifelong
learning. In medicine, information changes and you can never
know everything. Every day, I learn something new, which keeps
things fresh and exciting.
What advice would you give current students looking
to pursue a career in medicine?
Stay committed and determined. Nothing worth doing is ever
easy. Hard work, long hours and perseverance will make you
a better doctor. Pursue a career in medicine only if it’s your
passion.
What is the most unique aspect of your job?
Every day is different. Every patient is different. Just when you
think you’ve seen it all, you’re proven otherwise.
What is your favorite quote? Why?
“The practice of medicine is an art, not a trade; a calling, not a
business; a calling in which your heart will be exercised equally
with your head.”
–Sir William Osler
A doctor takes care of people during the worst of times and
fortunately for us, sometimes during the best of times. It is a
privilege to be part of people’s lives during either of these, all
the while using the knowledge I currently have and always learning more as I go along.

Thank You for Making a Difference
The University of Texas-Pan American would like to recognize its Major Private Donors – Alumni and
Friends – for the period covering September 2006 to August 2007 for their support. Thanks to the
generosity of individuals, corporations and organizations, many of our student’s dreams of earning a
college degree have come true and UTPA’s goal of becoming the premier learner-centered research
institution in South Texas is well on its way.

Corporations and Organizations

Individuals

Alltel Multicultural Marketing
American Association of University Women
AMETEK
Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc.
AT&T Foundation
Ayleen P. Wilcox Proctor Trust
Black & Decker
Boeing Space & Intelligence Systems
Border Capital Bank
Chevron U.S.A. Production Company
City of Edinburg
City of McAllen
Continental Airlines
Cornerstone Regional Hospital
COSTEP
D & F Industries, Inc.
D. Wilson Construction Company
Doctors Hospital at Renaissance
Donald Danforth Plant Science Center
Edinburg Chamber of Commerce
Edinburg Economic Development Corp.
Education Service Center Region I GEAR UP
Entravision Communications
Enviroganics
ExxonMobil Foundation
Farm Credit Bank of Texas
First National Bank of Edinburg
Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company Credit
Ford Motor Company Fund
Frost National Bank
Gateway Printing and Office Supply
Grande Valley Homes LLC
Greater Texas Federal Credit Union
Greater Texas Foundation,
Servicing Corporation, Inc.
Guerra Brothers Successors, Ltd.
Halliburton Foundation
H-E-B Grocery Co.
H-E-B Tournament of Champions
Hidalgo County Women’s Political Caucus
IBM Corporation
Intelligence Community
International Bank of Commerce
Johnson Controls, Inc.
Kell, Munoz, Wigodsky Architects
Kenedy Memorial Foundation
Kraft Foods Global, Inc.
KRGV-TV
L & F Distributors
La Frontera (Newspaper)
La Muneca Cattle Co.
Lee’s Pharmacy
Lockheed Martin
Lone Star National Bank
Maciel Welding

Ms. Laleh Asgharian
Ms. Wanda L. Boush
Mr. Daniel Y. Butler
Mr. John C. Cantu
Dr. Floyd M. Cunningham Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Louis C. Draper
Ms. Mary E. Ferrell*
Dr. Heinrich D. Foltz
Mr. and Mrs. R. David and Edna Guerra
Dr. James A. Hawley
Mr. Juan ”Chuy” Hinojosa
Ms. Helen Hopson
Mr. Albert L. Jeffers
Mr. Lon D. Kruger
Mrs. Margaret McColl*
Ms. Amy Melat Smith*
Dr. Marian F. Monta
Mrs. Ruth Dean Morris
Mr. and Mrs. G.R. and Lidia Ranganath
Mr. and Mrs. Glen E. Roney
Dr. Jose P. Sanchez
Mrs. Reba Showers
Mr. John W. Sigrist
Mr. Jeffrey Sorrells
Mr. Rick Stroud
Mrs. Katharine D. Werber
Dr. Robert P. Andelman
Mr. James F. Neumann
Mr. Ron Owens
Mr. Pat Pricer
Ms. Sandra Garcia
Mr. Chuck Olson
Mr. Sanford Sandbakken

Manrique Custom Vision Center
Marathon Oil Company
Marketing American Simbrah, LLC
Matt’s Cash and Carry Building Material, Inc.
McAllen Medical Center Foundation
Michael and Susan Dell Foundation
Mission Shippers
Motorola Inc.
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Naval Undersea Warfare Center
Newkirk & Newkirk
Northrop Grumman Corp.
Pharaoh C. Thompson Foundation
Princeton Review Products, LLC
Raytheon
Rio Grande Valley Premium Outlet
Shell Exploration & Production Company
Shell Oil Company
Skanska USA Building, Inc.
Sklar and Son
Sociallife News Magazine
South Texas Health System
South Texas Higher Education Foundation
Southwest Airlines Company
SPI BikeFest, Inc.
Symbol Technologies
Telemundo KVDA-TV
Televisa Noreste XHAB-TV
Texas Instruments
Texas Manufacturing Assistance Center
Texas State Bank - Edinburg
Texas State Bank - McAllen
The Boeing Company
The J. Willard & Alice S. Marriott Foundation
The Long Foundation
The University of Texas-Pan American
Alumni Association
The University of Texas-Pan American
Foundation
The Welch Foundation
Time Warner Cable
Toyota Motor Manufacturing Texas
Tyson Foods Inc.
US Naval Academy
UTPA GEAR UP
Valley Coca-Cola Bottling Company, Inc.
Van Burkleo Motors
Verizon
Verizon Foundation
Vistas Construction of Illinois, Inc.
Vitis Research & Development Corp.
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
Wells Fargo - Edinburg
Willette & Guerra, LLP
Xerox Corporation

* Denotes individuals who are deceased.
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Sale is pictured with some members of his Division of Academic Affairs office staff.

“He embraces the concept of ‘getting from good to
great’ and inspires others to take that route,”

– Dr. Ala Qubbaj
Provost Fellow

we brought in more national benchmark data – key indicators such as
faculty productivity and salary and laid those out on the table. We were
able to make UTPA more competitive in the national job search market
– that coupled with the reduction of workload that occurred before I got
here has increased our yield of faculty from our search process this past
year.”
His commitment to openness and decentralization of decision making
to colleges and departments has not gone unnoticed by the Dean of the
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences Dr. Van Reidhead.
“Dr. Sale is a provost who leads through open conversation where all
ideas are put on the table, and everyone has a voice in which ones to
use. In one short year, he has decentralized faculty hiring decisions to
the colleges and departments, where the best decisions about student
needs can be made and he has led the deans to a consensus that information about student needs will be front and center in deciding how to
fund faculty positions,” he said.
Sale has also increased the role of Academic Affairs in support and
professional development of faculty by instituting a yearlong New
Faculty Support Program that provides faculty peer mentoring and resources for full-time faculty new to UTPA to help them thrive as teachers,
innovators and members of the community.
“As faculty comes on board, we have a responsibility to help them
develop to their fullest potential,” said Sale of the program, which will
be directed by Qubbaj.
As the University’s first provost fellow, Qubbaj will also assist Sale in
academic policy development, analysis and coordination as well as in
faculty tenure and promotion processes.
Qubbaj describes Sale as an energetic, positive and passionate
leader who focuses on the mission and does not hesitate to take needed
action or decision making.
“He embraces the concept of ‘getting from good to great’ and inspires others to take that route,” Qubbaj said.
UTPA President Blandina Cárdenas said Sale has far exceeded her
expectations on all fronts.
“He is genuinely committed to our student body, caring and concerned about faculty well-being and a disciplined systems thinker that
uses data to illuminate shared decision making by his academic team
and by the executive team as it shepherds the entire University. He has
had to make some tough calls, but he has always treated people fairly
and with great consideration,” she said.
While admired as a committed provost, Reidhead and Cárdenas also

appreciate Sale’s lighter side.
“He is a real down-to-business kind of leader, but his meetings are a
lot of fun. In the process of making difficult decisions in a time of shrinking state funding for the University, he makes us laugh, because he can
laugh at himself,” Reidhead said.
Cárdenas notes that he is a fun travel companion on her frequent,
long trips to Austin on University business.
“He is interested in everything about our region and he’ll eat anything, from barbacoa to sushi. What else could I ask for,” she said.
Professionally, Sale said his primary disappointment this year was
not yet completing the “Academic Blueprint” he started in spring 2007
with a series of town hall meetings for faculty and staff. Through the
meetings, close to 200 pages of comments are being reviewed to best
form the direction Academic Affairs needs to take to ensure UTPA meets
its mission of becoming a learner-centered institution. His future plans
also include furthering the decentralization of responsibility of authority
down to the college level, continuing to accelerate curricular innovations in terms of content and delivery and expanding the University’s
community partnerships.
His goals for the future also extend on a personal level. As a licensed
pilot of single-engine planes, he’d like to find more time to fly. Also, as
a believer in a strong body and mind
connection, he says he intends to
make use of the new wellness and
fitness center on campus. In addition, he is still determined to learn
Spanish.
“Learning Spanish, like many foreign languages, is one of the challenges that I was looking forward
to most when coming here – in a
real life setting. It has not been an
obstacle yet because I think people
here are very understanding,” Sale
said.
His colleague Reidhead summed
up Sale’s first year succinctly.
“Never doubt that the first thing
on Paul Sale’s mind, 24/7, is what
is best for the learning and future of
South Texas students.”
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Valley Outreach Center
moves services to new location

Golden opportunities have replaced the golden arches of an old
McDonald’s site in Edinburg that
The University of Texas-Pan American has recently renovated for its
Valley Outreach Center (VOC),
which provides outreach services
in support of Rio Grande Valley
students going to college.
An initiative of UTPA’s Department of College Access and Support Programs, the VOC, which has
operated since 2004, houses three
programs that promote high school
completion, pre-college preparedness, and college access and financial aid information – all available to public
schools and others in the community.
“At the initial meeting with McDonald’s about the sale of their former restaurant location to UTPA, we shared with them information of its proposed use
as a Valley Outreach Center and the concept of a Go to College (Go Center)
resource site at the University. McDonald’s representatives were very receptive
to the idea and even donated $30,000 for this initiative,” VOC Director Lisa
Prieto said.
Since then McDonald’s has provided subsequent support in the form of
T-shirts for Go Center student mentors, referred to as G-Force members, and
distributed 1.5 million tray liners in their area restaurants promoting college
enrollment and financial aid information.
The new VOC, located at 2402 S. Highway 281 (Closner Blvd.), is adjacent
to its former site, the UTPA Annex, which houses other UTPA departments
the VOC closely works with, including Educational Talent Search, GEAR UP,
University Testing and High School to University Services. The remodeled building includes a public-access computer lab with 25 workstations with Internet
access, a classroom and a conference room.
The Valley Outreach Center works to support the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board’s “Closing the Gaps” and “College for Texans” campaigns
to increase the number of students prepared to enter and succeed in higher
education said Dennis McMillan, associate vice president for the Division of
Enrollment and Student Services.
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“The VOC has accomplished numerous achievements through its three
programs in creating a college-going culture in the middle and high schools it
works with and has shared college knowledge with many Valley students and
parents,” he said.
Through the VOC staff and the collegiate G-Force students, 21 Go Centers
have been established in area high schools and 20 in area middle schools.
The collegiate G-Force members are trained to mentor middle and high school
G-Force students on college admission and financial aid information, assist
with establishing the high school and middle school centers, coordinate and
present G-Force trainings and conduct college awareness presentations.
Besides housing the Community Go Center, the VOC also launched the first
Mobile Go Center in the state. Funded by a grant from TG, the Internetequipped computer lab unit serves an average of more than 1,000 students
and parents each month.
“At the request of the grantor TG, this year we began recording the number
of Hispanic and first-generation students that are being serviced by our Mobile
Go Center. Since March, we have reached 3,395 Hispanics and 1,638 firstgeneration students,” Prieto said.
The VOC’s Mother Daughter Program is an intervention program that focuses
on seventh and eighth grade females and their mothers. It provides personal
growth and leadership skills while promoting higher education and career
options. This past academic year, this program served 160 mother-daughter
teams in 16 schools located in eight different Valley school districts.
A third service area of the VOC is its Pre-College Academic Programs,
which has hosted camps for Valley youth since 2005. Working with UTPA
academic departments, the VOC develops and co-sponsors academic enrichment camps for pre-college age youth. During summer 2007, 600 rising ninth
grade GEAR UP students participated in two weeks of the residential camps
in 12 areas including clinical lab science, engineering, communication and
geographic information systems, among others.
“Our main goal is to get students interested in pursuing a postsecondary
education and when interested to help them enroll, whether it’s for a certificate
or for a degree. We have to increase the number of Texans pursuing a higher
education for the economic vitality of our state,” Prieto said. “If we can change
one life today, we affect families for years to come.”
For more information, call 956/292-7597 or go to the VOC Web site at
www.voc.utpa.edu.

“Let’s Go
Disco”
fund-raiser Oct. 20
to benefit UTPA women’s
athletics programs
The Women’s Athletics Fundraisers (WAF) at The University
of Texas-Pan American invites the
Rio Grande Valley community to
“hustle on down” to its “Let’s Go
Disco” fund-raiser Oct. 20 at the
UTPA Academic and Administrative Annex, which will be transformed into a ‘70s discotheque for
the night.
Formed in 2000 under the umbrella of the Bronc Athletic Club,
WAF’s goal is to enhance and
support women’s athletics at the
University. Since 2002, WAF has
held an annual gala with a different theme each year to help raise
funds – from a masquerade ball to
last year’s “Caribbean Carnival.”
More recently, WAF also helped
establish a payroll deduction plan
for University faculty and staff
who might want to contribute a
monthly amount to help the nearly
100 Lady Broncs on UTPA’s seven
female athletic teams.
“Through 2006, the benefit
galas have allowed the WAF to
donate more than $110,000 to
women’s athletics. The Lady Broncs
now have a Division I level locker
room, meeting rooms for parents
and potential recruit visits, better
workout and training facilities
and improved equipment and
uniforms,” said Dr. Susan Griffith,
executive director of the Office of
Institutional Research and Effectiveness and the 2007 gala chair.
“Even more importantly, the funds
also support Fifth-Year Scholarships. After completing eligibility,
most of these young women still
have one or two semesters of
study before graduation. Those
who are using sports to pay for
their education should not lose
their dream at the end when it is

close enough to touch.”
For “Let’s Go Disco,” the UTPA
Annex, located at 2412 S. Closner
in Edinburg, will be decked out
with a disco mirrored ball and fog
machine with disc jockey Jesse
Romero of Valley Vibe DJ Service
selecting the top ’70s hits to “shake
your booty” to.
The event, scheduled for 7 p.m.midnight, will feature heavy hors
d’oeuvres including sushi, jumbo
shrimp, pork and chicken skewers
and more as well as an array of
bite-size desserts. Guests can enjoy
sodas, water, beer and wine. A
cash bar will also be available. A
series of auctions – silent, blackboard and live – will provide
guests an opportunity to bid on
great gifts for the holidays or exciting trips and airline tickets. Casino
venues will also be there to help
you “lose your money” to benefit
women’s athletics.
Tickets to “Let’s Go Disco” are
$35 per person with a UTPA ID
and $50 per person for all others.
UTPA is a nonprofit educational
entity; the donation portion of the
ticket price is tax-deductible.
“Many of our deserving studentathletes are from here in the Rio
Grande Valley. We are proud of
their academic accomplishments.
They have a cumulative GPA of
3.18. With your support, you can
help one of the student-athletes
complete their primary goal –
a bachelor’s degree from UTPA,”
Scott Street, director at
Athletics, said.
To purchase tickets, call
956/381-2383.
For more information on
other ways to support UTPA
Athletics, call Street at
956/381-2221.

Tennis players earn
ITA Scholar-Athlete honors
The University of Texas-Pan
American women’s tennis
program was selected as one
of the squads in the nation to
be honored as an All-Academic
Scholar Team by the Intercollegiate Tennis Association (ITA).
The Lady Broncs were selected as an ITA All-Academic
Scholar Team for the third time
in four years while three studentathletes earned individual ITA
Scholar-Athlete awards – Silke
Buksik (Waiblingen, Germany),
Stephanie Willerding (Toronto,
Ontario, Canada), and Luisa
Cantu (Victoria, Tamps, Mexico).
Senior Gary Bianco (Annecy,
France) represented the men’s
side as an ITA All-Academic
Scholar-Athlete.
Bianco recently was named to
the 2007 Capital One All-Southland Academic Team where he
recorded a 3.65 grade point
average as an English major.
Buksik became a two-time

selection of the ITA All-Academic
Scholar-Athlete while Willerding, Cantu, and Bianco were
honored for the first time in their
careers.
The ITA All-Academic Team
award is open to any ITA program that has a cumulative team
grade point average of 3.2
or above (on a 4.0 scale). All
eligible student-athletes whose
names appear on the NCAA/
NAIA/NJCAA eligibility form
and have competed in one or
more varsity matches must average into the GPA for the current
academic year (including fall
2006 and spring 2007).
In order to earn ITA ScholarAthlete status a player must
meet the following criteria: be a
varsity letterman, have a grade
point average of at least 3.5
on a 4.0 scale for the current
academic year, and have been
enrolled at their present school
for at least two semesters.

UTPA SPORTS CALENDAR
(All home games to be played at UTPA Fieldhouse.)
Women’s Volleyball
Oct. 9 – vs. Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, 7 p.m.
Oct. 20 – vs. Utah Valley State, 2 p.m.
Oct. 27 – vs. Chicago State, 2 p.m.
Nov. 3 – vs. UT Brownsville/TSC, 2 p.m.

Men’s and Women’s Cross Country
Oct. 27 – UTPA hosts the Independent National Cross
Country Championships, 8:30 a.m.

Men’s Basketball
Nov. 10 – vs. UT Permian Basin, 7 p.m.
Nov. 13 – vs. Texas A&M-International, 7 p.m.
Nov. 21 – vs. Texas State, 7 p.m.
Dec. 3 – vs. Western Illinois, 7 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
Nov. 12 – vs. Texas A&M-International (Exhibition), TBA
Nov. 17 – vs. Huston-Tillotson, TBA
Nov. 20 – vs. Centenary, TBA
Dec. 1 – vs. Schreiner, TBA

For complete schedules of UTPA’s Department of Intercollegiate
Athletics sports programs, call 956/381-2221 or visit
http://utpabroncs.cstv.com/. To purchase tickets for UTPA home
games, call 956/381-2219.
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Center for Academic Excellence

creates new opportunities for Valley students

In its first year, the Intelligence Community Center for Academic Excellence (IC CAE) at The University of Texas-Pan American has already
made an impact in providing new learning opportunities for Rio Grande
Valley students.
This summer the center offered two new programs to help prepare students with the critical thinking skills, research expertise and teamworkcentered communication skills necessary for positions and leadership
in not only the 16 different U.S. government agencies and organizations that make up the intelligence community, but also in corporations,
nonprofit organizations, and other branches of government and career
options.
In June, the center funded the University’s first ever, all-expense paid
study abroad program in cultural and language immersion, which allowed 12 UTPA students to travel to and study in China for the month.
Conducted in cooperation with Ocean University of China in Qingdao, students studied the culture, traditions, government and politics of
China while also learning their language – conversational Mandarin
Chinese. The students’ itinerary also included seeing sites such as the
Great Wall, Tiananmen Square and the Forbidden City.
“The main objective of a cultural immersion program is to take the
students outside of their comfort zone and facilitate them to think globally and not just as American students,” said Nick Weimer, CAE interim
manager. “Through firsthand experience students create reflective and
analytical skills with which to face challenges of today’s integrated
global societies.”
While in China, each student kept a daily journal and at a campus
ceremony Aug. 14 each one delivered a presentation on their experience before being awarded a certificate of completion. Many students
recalled being struck by the country’s physical beauty and the respect
of tradition and spirituality by its people. Some students referred to the
cultural immersion experience as “life-changing.”
“Being in China opens your mind to new things; you begin to see
the bigger picture of how the world is, not just of the society you live
in. You begin to see yourself not only as an American, a citizen of the
United States, but as a human being, a citizen of the world,” said Luis
Kreimerman, a sophomore with a double major in international business
and philosophy, who presented a voiced video describing what he had
learned.
Open to all majors and classifications at UTPA, the cultural and
language immersion program in China will continue next summer
Weimer said.
Twenty Valley high school students also got to learn new skills in a
multidisciplinary, hands-on
Summer Institute, titled “Got
Intelligence?” conducted
Aug. 20-24 at the University.
Attendees, all from the
South Texas Independent
School District, heard from
speakers from intelligence
community agencies, such
as the CIA and FBI as
well as faculty members.
They also participated in
interdisciplinary activities
where they learned to use
Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) technology,

improve writing
skills and prepare a résumé,
and in a day
dedicated to
renewable
energy, how to
build and test a
solar powered
vehicle and a
wind generator
out of blades
to produce
electricity.
“The week
not only prepared students with skills important to the U.S. national security and intelligence community but those desired by other employers
who will rely in the future on employees with diverse backgrounds and
ethnicities ready to formulate policies and develop business strategies
that are globally aware,” Weimer said.
Overseeing the camp’s final day dedicated to solar and wind energy,
Dr. Constantine Tarawneh, assistant professor and graduate and undergraduate program director in the Department of Mechanical Engineering, said he tried to design the session to inspire creativity and encourage well-roundedness in the participants who were chosen from more
than 50 applicants.
“They love it. They are thinking and asking questions,” he observed.
Teaming up to win the solar-powered vehicle competition were
Thomas Kraft and Navin Oorjitham, both sophomores from Harlingen
at the Science Academy. Their vehicle traveled 50 feet in 4.2 seconds,
which Tarawneh called “impressive.”
“There are a lot of new things that I have learned at the camp that
will probably be helpful in the future,” said Oorjitham, who hopes to
major in criminal justice and enter the FBI one day. “They taught us how
to plot maps and how to use data information to map crime, for example, to see if you would want to put more police on duty in a certain
area of town.”
Dr. Van Reidhead, dean of the College of Social and Behavioral
Sciences, serves as the principal investigator for the five-year, $2.5
million grant received in October 2006 from the Office of the Director of National Intelligence to fund the program. UTPA was among 35
universities competing for one of six centers funded last year. He said
the IC CAE is the best opportunity he had seen in more than 30 years to
introduce creative, advanced opportunities into the learning experiences
of students.
“Whether it is cultural immersion in China for UTPA students, alternative energy systems built by high school kids, or peace and justice
classes being designed by faculty, this program is about advanced
innovation,” he said.
In the past year, Weimer said the IC CAE has also funded student-faculty research; additional courses in Chinese and Portuguese languages
and East Asia politics; and a Global Security Studies and Leadership
Speaker Series featuring national and international speakers. Upcoming
projects include the initiation of both a minor and a master’s in Global
Security Studies and Leadership, hosting additional speakers and expanding existing programs.
For more information on the IC CAE, contact Weimer at
956/381-5342.

Class of 2011
welcomed to UTPA family

The Class of 2011 was officially welcomed to The University of TexasPan American family during the Second Annual Freshman Convocation
Aug. 30 at the Student Union.
“Welcome to The University of Texas-Pan American, and welcome to
the most exciting years of your life,” said Student Government Association President Tony Matamoros, who addressed the packed Student
Union Theatre, during the event sponsored by the Office of the President
and the Office of the Dean of Students.
Joining Matamoros in welcoming the students were UTPA President
Dr. Blandina Cárdenas, administrators and deans. All were on hand to
greet the entering freshmen and wish them luck on their first semester at
the University.
“Don’t think of this as a formal welcome, formal welcomes are for
guests, not family, and you are now family,” said Dr. Jerry Price, associate vice president and dean of students. “The purpose of this convocation is to affirm the family membership upon you.”
Price said the goal of the convocation was to connect the entering
freshmen to their academic families – the six UTPA colleges – and to
give them an opportunity to hear from and meet their campus leaders.
Cárdenas said she was excited to see so many freshmen participate
in the celebration.
According to unofficial numbers, UTPA currently has an enrollment of
more than 2,000 entering freshmen.
“This convocation is a celebration and a ritual. It is a celebration of
your accomplishments to date, and of you becoming a part of the UTPA
family,” Cárdenas said.
She encouraged the new students to focus on their academics by
managing their time and energy, and also asked them to get to know
not only their peers, but also the faculty, administrators and staff. In ad-

dition, she asked
them to be open
to new cultures,
be smart, work
Pictured is Dr. Bruce Reed (right), dean, College of
hard, and believe
Health Sciences and Human Services, talking to freshmen
in themselves in
during one of the luncheons that followed the Freshman
order to earn their
Convocation.
degree.
“We need for
you to graduate. We love you, but we want you out of here in three,
four, five or even six years should the circumstances require. Get out of
here and start making your contributions,” she said.
After the convocation, the freshmen were escorted to their individual
colleges for luncheon receptions where they met with the deans and
faculty. The freshmen were also treated to a spirit pep rally in the
evening where Cárdenas dressed up as the UTPA mascot to show her
school pride.
Veronica Guardiola, an international business major from Houston,
said she enjoyed the welcome celebration and is geared up for a new
chapter in her life at the University, where she hopes to make new
friends, join a couple of campus organizations, get good grades and
possibly study abroad.
Guardiola, who lives on campus in Unity Hall, said her reason for
attending UTPA was its affordability. Through UTPA’s Office of Student
Financial Services, she was awarded two scholarships – UTPA Excellence scholarship and a housing scholarship – to help in her higher
education goals.
“I like it here so far. I think this was a good choice for me,”
Guardiola said.

Student publication takes
top awards at national competition
Student magazine Panorama at The University of Texas-Pan
American recently received two awards from the Association
for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication magazine division’s annual student competition.
Panorama, which was selected for the awards out of more
than 250 student entries, received first place for overall design
and third place for editorial content.
The 100-plus page magazine, which is free to the community, showcases many aspects of University life including student
organizations, sports and features about each of the colleges.
Dr. Kimberly Selber, Panorama co-adviser, said the design
this year really pushed the concepts in the stories.
“Our goal was to design and enhance the storytelling process and not just decorate the pages,” Selber said. “The judges
seemed to think we accomplished our goal.”
She said Panorama is both a student magazine and an annual yearbook which is written, designed, edited and photographed solely by a student staff.
“This is a challenge and a great opportunity to record history
and be a keepsake for students,” Selber said.

Selber said the publication was larger than last year’s and
had more designers and photographers. She said hard work
and dedication are among the many qualities needed in
staffers to make the magazine come together.
“It also takes an editor-in-chief with a vision and good
leadership skills to start with. Then you add in assistant editors
who are committed and a staff that is excited and willing to
work beyond the breaking point,” she said. “It’s really a huge
team effort.”
Selber said they are currently filling staff positions in all areas
and students from outside the communication discipline are
encouraged to apply too.
“The campus community is invited and encouraged to let us
know what is happening in their areas,” Selber said. “UTPA is
full of fascinating people and events – help us tell the story.”
Panorama has also been entered in several other competitions this year.
Story and photo ideas for the next issue of Panorama can be
submitted to Selber at kp_selber@utpa.edu or Ana Ley,
managing editor, at analey23@yahoo.com
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SAVE THE DATE
Oct. 10-14
University Theatre
“The House of Bernarda Alba,” by Federico Garcia Lorea, is a great
Spanish classic and a must-see. After the death of her husband, Bernarda
Alba imposes a period of deep mourning that stifles the lives of her
daughters. How will it be resolved? All shows start at 8 p.m. WednesdaySaturday and close Sunday with a 2 p.m. matinee at the Albert L. Jeffers
Theatre. The Box Office opens one hour prior to the performance. For
more information or to make reservations, call 956/381-3581 during
University hours.
Oct. 20
“Let’s Go Disco” Gala
The UTPA Women’s Athletics Fund-raisers will be hosting its sixth annual
gala at the UTPA Annex, located 2412 S. Closner in Edinburg, from 7
p.m.-midnight. Tickets are $50 per person and $35 per person with valid
UTPA ID. All proceeds will benefit the UTPA women’s athletics programs.
For tickets or more information, contact 956/381-2383 or 956/3812221.
Oct. 25-28
Studio Theatre
“The Night of the Living Dead,” by Lori Allen Ohm, was adapted from
the classic George Romero horror film. This Halloween, everybody’s a
little restless. Join us as we try to survive a horrific plague of flesh-eating
ghouls. Do not attend “The Night of the Living Dead” if the horrors of
the undead upset you. All shows start at 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday and
close Sunday with a 2 p.m. matinee at the Studio Theatre, located in the
Communications Arts and Sciences Building, Room 107. The Box Office
opens one hour prior to the performance. For more information or to make
reservations, call 956/381-3581 during University hours.
Nov. 14-18
University Theatre
“Blithe Spirit,” by Noel Coward, follows a strange séance by an eccentric medium, an English socialite husband and his second wife, who are
visited by the spirit of his first wife who died in a car accident. The ghost
insists on haunting her husband’s second marriage. All shows start at 8
p.m. Wednesday-Saturday and close Sunday with a 2 p.m. matinee at
the Albert L. Jeffers Theatre. The Box Office opens one hour prior to the
performance. For more information or to make reservations, call
956/381-3581 during University hours.

Nov. 29-Dec. 2
Children’s Theatre
“A Christmas Carrot,” by Brian Warren, is the featured production for the
holidays. A battle of epic proportions occurs when Bert the family bunny
decides to steal the luscious carrot from a snowman’s face. Bert wants the
carrot, but he hasn’t counted on Earl, the snowman, being equally determined to keep his nose. The timely arrival of Santa Claus sets everything
right, while teaching us all a lesson about giving. All shows start at 7 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday and close Sunday with a 2 p.m. matinee at the Albert
L. Jeffers Theatre. The Box Office opens one hour prior to the
performance. For more information or to make reservations, call
956/381-3581 during University hours.
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